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Bulgarla Knew of Plot

on Pope, CIA Concludes

Sofia Had Advance Information, but Neither'if
Nor Moscow Instigated Attack, Agency Believes

By ROBERT C. TOTH, Times Staff Writer

WASHINGTON-—The Central
Intelligence Agency has conclud-
ed—with what is said to be 99%
certainty—that officials-of the Bul-
garian government had advance
knowledge of the assassination at-
tempt against Pope John Paul II by
Turkish terrorist Mehmet Ali Agca,
with whom Bulgarian intelligence
agents were working inRome. . |
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However, the ClA is also con-

vinced that neither the Bulgarians ~

nor the Soviet Union instigated the
attack, which occurred 20 months.
ago, agency officials have said in’
reports within the U.S. govemment.

. No. “smoking gun,” or absolute
proof of Bulgarian complicity has
‘been found by US. intelligence-
officials. Nonetheless, The Times
has learned, CIA specialists believe
that Bulgarian intelligence agents ]
knew Agca was belz:itmon killing the -
Pope but regarded as apunsta-
ble person who probab{y vtroumfln;is
wmdr :,'f,\g' Fd ’; e :! i
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Thns, CIA’ annlym have rea-

-in Agca's plotting, even. if they had |
beenmu:nned insuchanam-
nationL+ - v

. . source: -id.;"lbdilma their. guilt,
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i¢+1f sthis ‘CIA assessment ‘of > the
“still-simmering- .eont.roveuy«“ﬂl;
“adopted by the White House, Presi:-
- dent’ Reagan would “probably still -
tfeel free to take part in'a summit
meeting with Soviet leader Yuri V.
Andropov—somethmganAmmmn-

cult to do if direct Soviet involve-
ment in an attack on the Pope had
been established.

Andropov was head of the Soviet

secret police and intelligence net- -

work, the KGB, when John Paul
was shot, Thus, Andropov would
have had the ultimate responsibility

for the attack if--as some. have..

alleged—the . KGB had ordered the
killing of the Polish Pope because of
his support of the Polish independ-

_ent trade union Solidarity agama',.
" the. :

Communist regime in W.
“Reagan could never An-

dropov if it was proved unequxvo-

cally that the Bulgarians, and -

- therefore the  Soviet “KGB, was
" behind the plot to kill the Pope. 2

Us. ofﬁclalsald.“Evenxfastm.e '

gic arms agreement were negotiat-
ed, it would be politically impossible
for Reagan to sit down with Andlg

- "“It would be like the U-2 affairin. .
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reverse,” another American official said, “a watershed
in Soviet- American relations that would have effects
for a decade.”

After the American U-2 spy plane was shot down
over the Soviet Union in 1960, Soviet leader Nikita S.
Khrushchev withdrfew an invitation to President
Dwight D. Eisenhower to visit Moscow. It was not until
12 years later, in 1972, that Richard M. Nixon become"
%Jhe first postwar U.S. Presidem to go to the Sowet

The extremely sensmve nature of a possible Bulgari-

an-Soviet link to the assassination attempt has led fo
suggestions by some intelligence analysts that the.
United States is deliberately steering away -from
blaming the Kremlin for the attack on the Pope to avoid
worsening Soviet-American relations. Marvin Kalb, the
NBCNewsmespondemwbohasbeenmtheforefront
in reporting the “ " said in a
broadcast ‘last week that CIA officials in Rome have
Aactwely dmcouraged reportm from pursmng the issue.

M-Cornn-nhnam :
“'The “Administration’s deep anti-communism and

- antipathy to Moscow would seem likely to push it

toward exposing the Soviets for such a terrorist act,
however, instead of trying to cover it up, a US. official
-said. And there are indications that senior Administra-
tion officials moved in that direction, at least initially. .
.- For example, Alexander M. Haig Jr., who was
,mmdmwwhmthethooﬁngmmedmdwho
“viewed the Kremlin as the prime supporter of interna: -
tional terrorism, ordered an urgent search for evidence
ofSonetcomphcitymbefmtheﬁmtngmofa :
connection”

(CIA . Director ‘William J. - Casey was reportedl
sympathet.\c last year to arguments, brought back from
Rome by an influential Senate Intelligence Committee
auffmember thatthcwmnmtely wmgmltyof.

Severaluibcumof&emeoncxmonshavebeen .
made by U.S. officials and others. For one thing, very
little evidence has been unearthed to connect Agca to -
-Bulgarian and Turkish characters involved, it was said.
There is overwhelming evidence, on the other hand—
including . his admitted -assassination of a:noderate.
wm—ﬂntmwbehndtom o
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Morebroadly.criﬁesofthemmtfmdk
“ympisusible that the Bulgarians would have-permitted. -

such an‘operation to go forward if they believed Agca“
g‘waslll:»lywu'.’getmmghundtlmumighw:pv.mimsI!uks;'".
whwm;harmmumm 4

Publicly, the CIA has had no comment "on swnes
mmmmmm:e,m is an_ international
Iegali.uem(he handlvol'«he'lmimment, a"
Y X 10 ‘sources, 1his h ‘a goverm:ent-wnde'v
poheybuedonadecmmmadeatthehnghenlevelsof‘
the Administration several months ago that no Ameri-
-can impetus would be given to the assassination swry
for fear that it would play into Soviet hands., -
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